Courtesy of Gulf of Georgia Cannery

Peter Grant; LEGO Man

GULF OF GEORGIA CANNERY, Richmond BC — Ongoing

by Michael Turner

For children of the 1960s, LEGO was
an ever-growing box of interlocking
red and white plastic bricks of vari-
ous sizes, a toy for which there were
no written or visual instructions. Par-
ticipants simply assembled the piec-
es, and the result was the sculptural
equivalent of doodling. Today, you
can purchase a LEGO kit containing
the pieces for a scaled-down version
of Notre-Dame de Paris. Whatever
happened to taking inspiration from
your immediate surroundings? Peter
Grant has done just that with his
11200 scale model of Richmond,
BC's Gulf of Georgia Cannery.
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Peter Grant installing the Gulf of Georgia Cannery LEGO model

Known to many local residents as “LEGO Man,” Grant has recreated more than 30 historic
buildings using the full range of today’s LEGO products. Many of these recreations are set
in Richmond’s historic Steveston district, once a thriving multicultural salmon canning town. In
addition to the Gulf of Georgia Cannery, highlights include the Steveston Tram, Steveston
Museum and Post Office, and the stilt houses of the Britannia Shipyards National Historic Site.

In a 2024 interview with the Richmond News, Grant spoke of his projects requiring between
three and four months to complete, with the 55,000-piece Gulf of Georgia Cannery taking
almost twice that. “The cannery has been on my radar for years, but it was such a daunting
project, | really didn’t know where to start. That changed when the cannery’s CEQ, Elizabeth
Batista, reached out to me in late 2022.”

As with previous projects, Grant admits to taking some “artistic licence,” mostly with re-
spect to cannery activities (unloading, shipping, etc.) common to a typical week of processing.
“While none of those things were happening at the same time ... to me, these are all important
stories to capture.”

gulfofgeorgiacannery.org

Gulf of Georgia Cannery
12138 Fourth Ave
©604-664-9009
gulfofgeorgiacannery.org

daily 10am-5pm.

Admission: adults $13.25; seniors
(65+) $11.25; youth (17 & under)
and Society members, Free.
Located in the idyllic fishing village
of Steveston, the site maintains/
shares the history of Canada’s West
Coast fishing industry. Ongoing

22 APR - MAY 2025

Cannery REcollections: Redefining
Storytelling Through Objects. This
new exhibition explores the many
stories of fishing on Canada's West
Coast through objects that serve

as touchstones to the past. These
objects connect us to people, places,
and moments in time, revealing

the many ways we experience and
interpret history. The Water We

Call Home: Indigenous Women's
Gonnections to Water, Fish and
Family Around the Salish Sea is a
continuation of a lifetime of research

by Coast Salish/Sahtu Dene artist
Rosemary Georgeson, and emerges
from a decade-long collaboration
with Dr. Jessica Hallenbeck.

Visit the website for more info.

Marion Webber Fine Art
Brown Road Studios

#101 - 3699 Sexsmith Rd
©604-739-6950
mwebberart.com

sat-sun 12-4pm or by appt;
closed holiday weekends.
Marion is an accomplished oil





